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Uthman, This paper provides an overview of Ottoman Turkish literature, tracing its origins and
Turkish Literature, development. Ottoman literature, much like their culture, was heavily influenced by
Persian Influence, Persian traditions, introduced to them through the Seljuk Turks who established the
Western Influence, Seljuk Empire. The literary styles, themes, and structures of Ottoman and Persian
Classical Literature literature share significant similarities, particularly in poetry, which is a dominant form

in both traditions. Ottoman poetry, characterized by its ornate language, exaggeration,
and emotional expressiveness, often centers on themes of love, nature, and spirituality.
However, it lacks the epic war poetry commonly found in Persian literature. The study
also highlights key figures in early Ottoman literature, including poets like Ghazi Fazil,
who accompanied Prince Suleiman in the European campaigns and composed symbolic
poetry about these conflicts. The paper discusses the contributions of poets from
different periods, such as Sultan Selim I, who, despite being a formidable ruler, was also
an accomplished poet primarily writing in Persian. Fuzuli, a prominent figure in Ottoman
literature, is noted for his innovative approach, combining the influences of Persian and
Avrabic poetry while maintaining a distinct Turkish voice. His work exemplifies a deep
emotional intensity and sincerity, particularly in his famous “Leyla and Majnun”
narrative.

The influence of French literature in the 19th century brought significant changes to
Ottoman literature, leading to the decline of classical styles and the introduction of new
genres, including drama and modern poetry forms. The impact of these Western influences
marked the end of the classical Ottoman literary era and the beginning of a new phase
characterized by simplicity, realism, and a focus on contemporary themes.
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